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Former Jackson County Nonprofit Executive Director Indicted on 48 Counts 

 
An investigation by the Tennessee Comptroller’s Office, in conjunction 

with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the Office of the Inspector 

General for the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and the 

Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation Division, has resulted 

in the federal indictment of Patrick Martin, the former executive director 

of the Community Prevention Coalition of Jackson County. 

 

The coalition was a 501(c)3 not-for-profit with a stated mission to 

reduce underage drinking and tobacco use and increase the capacity for 

prevention in Jackson County. Its primary funding came from grants 

from the Tennessee Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 

and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

Investigators determined that Martin stole at least $46,335 from the 

coalition between January 2014 and December 2015.   

 

Martin’s schemes included: 

 

• Using coalition funds to reimburse himself for personal purchases such as hunting supplies, a crossbow, 

and payment of his personal electric bill.  

• Using coalition funds to reimburse himself for coalition expenses that had already been paid with 

coalition checks. For example, Martin paid a coalition electric bill totaling $1,607.28 with a coalition 

check on April 24, 2014; however, he had already written himself a check for that exact same amount 

three weeks earlier with the memo “electric.” 

• Martin used $4,000 of coalition money to purchase a 1987 Ford Mustang that he gave to friend.  

• Martin wrote several coalition checks to himself indicating they were for repayment of coalition loans; 

however, the proceeds were used for Martin’s own benefit. In one instance, a $7,500 coalition check 

was used for a $6,400 payment on his personal mortgage. The remaining $1,100 was deposited into his 

personal bank account.  

• Martin issued himself 10 extra paychecks. 

Approximately seven days after the Comptroller’s investigation began, certain invoices and other financial 

records were apparently destroyed in a fire while in Martin’s custody. Because these records were unavailable 

for examination, there is an extraordinarily high risk that additional coalition funds were misappropriated or 

misused by Martin. 

 

The board of directors of the Community Prevention Coalition of Jackson County elected to cease operations in 

July 2017 following this investigation. 

 



Subsequent to this investigation, Comptroller investigators joined with federal investigators and expanded the 

scope of the inquiry. In May 2019, Patrick Martin was indicted by a federal grand jury in the Middle District of 

Tennessee, Nashville Division, on a 48-count indictment, including two counts of theft, 30 counts of wire fraud, 

and one count of destruction of records. 

 

“Theft is difficult to detect when one person prepares all of the checks and board members do not take time to 

review bank statements or other financial information,” said Comptroller Justin P. Wilson. “This organization 

had a number of inadequate financial practices that provided an opportunity for fraud.” 

 

To view the investigation, go to: https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/investigations/find.html 

 

If you suspect fraud, waste or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at 

800.232.5454, or file a report online at: www.comptroller.tn.gov/hotline. Follow us on twitter @TNCOT 

 

Media contact: John Dunn, Public Information Officer, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov 
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