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Food Program Participants Receive Money without Feeding Children  

 
The Tennessee Comptroller’s Office has once again found issues with sponsors participating in the state’s two 

federally-funded food programs – the Child and Adult Care Food Program and the Summer Food Service 

Program for Children, which are administered by the Tennessee Department of Human Services (DHS). 

These programs most commonly provide snacks and meals to children. 

 

A new special report from the Comptroller’s Division of State Audit reveals issues identified with two food 

program sponsors that were reviewed as part of the state’s fiscal year 2021 Single Audit. The two sponsors 

are New Beginnings International Ministry, which operates feedings sites in the Nashville metropolitan 

area, and Giving Youth a Chance (GYAC), which operates sites in the Shelby County area. 

 

New Beginnings and GYAC have both participated in the food service programs for more than five years and 

have received millions of dollars in reimbursements. Throughout those years, both the Comptroller’s Office 

and the Department of Human Services have identified deficiencies and areas of noncompliance within both 

entities. 

 

The special report notes the following issues related to New Beginnings: 

 

• Comptroller’s auditors visited various feeding sites on 16 occasions and did not see any children or 

New Beginnings’ staff present. New Beginnings claimed 643 meals totaling $2,319 for these 

occasions. DHS paid for these meals. 

• New Beginnings claimed it served 80 meals each day at the Andrew Jackson Homes for 139 days. 

Comptroller auditors and DHS monitors visited this feeding site on three different days and counted a 

maximum of 28 children. The 2021 Single Audit Report includes questioned costs totaling $41,099 

paid to New Beginnings, which is the difference between the maximum 28 children counted on site 

and the 80 meals claimed for 139 days.  

• Comptroller auditors also noted a site supervisor’s signature on meal count forms for the 360 Skills 

Tae Kwon Do feeding site did not match. Given New Beginnings history of claiming children they did 

not serve, this ambiguity causes concern. 

The special report notes the following issues related to Giving Youth a Chance: 

 

• Comptroller’s auditors visited two GYAC feeding sites and did not see any children being fed. GYAC 

claimed 350 snacks and suppers were served on these days, and DHS paid GYAC $884. 

• GYAC claimed it served between 111 and 200 lunches and snacks per day at the New Horizon 

Apartments. Comptroller auditors and DHS monitors visited this site on four occasions and counted a 

maximum of 59 children present. The 2021 Single Audit Report includes questioned costs totaling 

$19,002, which is the difference between the number of meals GYAC claimed and the highest number 

of meals observed – 59 – for 39 days. 



 

 

Ultimately, the Comptroller’s Office has questioned 11,781 meals claimed by both sponsors, totaling $63,304 

in questioned costs. The results of this special report have been shared with a number of parties including 

state and federal prosecutors. 

 

“Both of these food program sponsors have a history of problems, and they’ve shown an inability to achieve 

permanent corrective action,” said Comptroller Jason Mumpower. “DHS has policies in place to remove 

sponsors who fail to correct issues. We’ve been pleased to work closely with DHS on addressing red flag 

situations like these.” 

 

“During the last several years, the Department of Human Services has taken steps to strengthen the 

monitoring of food programs for compliance, while remaining mindful of the need to feed vulnerable children 

and adults across our state,” said DHS Commissioner Clarence H. Carter. “Our ongoing partnership with the 

Tennessee Comptroller allows us to ‘double-down’ on monitoring efforts and further advance our shared goal 

of combating fraud, waste, and abuse wherever it is found. DHS will continue to review internal processes for 

addressing site attendance inconsistencies and consider any additional safeguards permitted by applicable 

federal law and regulations.” 

 

To view this State Audit Special Report, click here.  

 

If you suspect fraud, waste, or abuse of public money in Tennessee, call the Comptroller’s toll-free hotline at 

800.232.5454, or file a report online at: tncot.cc/fraud. Follow us on twitter @TNCOT and Instagram @tncot 

 
Media contact: John Dunn, Director of Communications, 615.401.7755 or john.dunn@cot.tn.gov 
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