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November 7, 2018 

 

 

 

Lewis County Soil Conservation District 

39 Smith Street 

Hohenwald, TN  38462 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

 The Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury conducted an investigation of selected 

records of the Lewis County Soil Conservation District, and the results are presented herein. These 

results have been referred to the District Attorney General of the 21st Judicial District. 

 

 Copies of this report are being forwarded to Governor Bill Haslam, the State Attorney 

General, the District Attorney General, certain state legislators, and various other interested 

parties. A copy is available for public inspection in our office and may be viewed at 

http://www.comptroller.tn.gov/ia/. 

 

      Sincerely, 

       
      Justin P. Wilson 

      Comptroller of the Treasury 

 

JPW/RAD 
  

http://www.comptroller.tn.gove/ia/
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INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
 

LEWIS COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 

The Office of the Comptroller of the Treasury investigated possible malfeasance related to the 

Lewis County Soil Conservation District (district). The Comptroller’s Office initiated the 

investigation after officials from the Tennessee Department of Agriculture reported concerns 

regarding a cost-share project at the district.  

 

BACKGROUND 

 
Soil conservation districts are governmental entities specifically created under state statutes in the 

interest of the public health, safety, and welfare, for the purposes of preventing and controlling 

soil erosion, improving water quality and promoting stewardship of natural resources. As such, the 

district derives the vast majority of its funding from taxpayer dollars flowing from the Tennessee 

Department of Agriculture. Accordingly, all district funds should be spent in furtherance of the 

district’s public purposes. 

 

INVESTIGATIVE RESULTS 

 
• Board member Timmie Hinson misappropriated district funds totaling at least $2,713 

 

During the period May 2016, through October 2016, district board member Timmie Hinson 

misappropriated funds totaling at least $2,713 by submitting false and inflated cost amounts 

and receiving excess reimbursement related to a district project conducted on his personal 

property.  

 

Mr. Hinson requested district assistance to stabilize a stream bank on his property, for which 

the district estimated the costs not to exceed $15,000.  Mr. Hinson signed the standard 

application and agreement for assistance acknowledging the district would reimburse him no 

more than 75% of the actual cost of the project or 75% of the estimated cost of the project 

(maximum cost-share amount), whichever was less. [Refer to Exhibit 1 in the Appendix.]  

 

Prior to starting the project, Mr. Hinson negotiated a deal with a contractor that would allow 

Mr. Hinson to recover his total project costs, in direct violation of the agreement terms.  The 

deal provided for Mr. Hinson to obtain reimbursement from the district based on the 

estimated cost of $15,000, but to pay the contractor only the amount he actually received 

from the district. 

   

Upon completion of the project, the contractor provided Mr. Hinson an invoice for 

$14,469.40 which Mr. Hinson subsequently submitted to the district. The district reimbursed 

Mr. Hinson $10,852 (75% of $14,469).  The investigators determined that Mr. Hinson paid 

the contractor $9,447.55 and retained $1,404 to cover the value of services and equipment 
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he personally contributed to the project. [Refer to Exhibit 2 and Exhibit 3 in the 

Appendix.]  

 

As a result of submitting this false and inflated invoice, Mr. Hinson received excess public 

funds totaling $2,713 to which he was not entitled. [Refer to Exhibit 4 and Exhibit 5 in the 

Appendix]. 

 

Mr. Hinson admitted to Comptroller investigators that although he knew he was supposed to 

be reimbursed for only 75% of the cost of the work, he requested and received reimbursement 

for 100% of the cost.  
 

Summary of Misappropriation  Amount 

Total reimbursed to Mr. Hinson for project  $10,852 

Less:  

      Authorized reimbursement (75% of $10,852)    (8,139) 

Total Amount Misappropriated $  2,713 

 

 

The Comptroller’s Office referred this matter to the district attorney general of the 21st Judicial 

District. On November 5, 2018, the Franklin County Grand Jury indicted Timmie Hinson on one 

count of Theft Over $2,500 But Under $10,000. 
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Exhibit 1 

 
Application for Cost-Share Assistance submitted by Mr. Hinson 
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Exhibit 2 

 
Contractor invoice for $14,469 

  

The contractor’s invoice totals 

$14,469, but Mr. Hinson paid 

him only $9,447 as shown in 

Exhibit 3 on the following page. 
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 Exhibit 3

 
Check totaling $9,447 from Mr. Hinson to the contractor 

                                                                                                                                          Exhibit 4 

 
Completion Notice and Request for Payment 

submitted by Mr. Hinson claiming project cost was $14,469. 

 

Signed by Timmie Hinson 

claiming total project cost 

of 14,469.40. (This is a 

typographical error). 
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Exhibit 5  

Check from district reimbursing Mr. Hinson for $10,852 

 

 

 




