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	 When people hear the word “audit,” they 
might think of stress, scrutiny, and inconvenience.   

In reality, an audit is a tool for improvement and accountability.  
Many of you have probably heard the old joke: “Hi, we’re the 
auditors, and we’re here to help.” While that line usually gets a 
laugh, it truly reflects the spirit of what auditors are supposed 
to do.  At the Comptroller’s Office, our mission is simple: 
“make government work better.” Financial and compliance 
audits are one of the most important ways we can achieve 
that mission.  Audits should not be about finding something 
wrong but used to help local governments improve, protect 
their resources, and serve citizens more effectively.

The Division of Local Government Audit has a big responsibility. 
By statute, we are required to annually audit:
•	 All 95 counties
•	 342 incorporated municipalities, and
•	 Roughly 1,700 additional entities such as boards, 

commissions, authorities, utility districts, human resource 
agencies, development districts, internal school funds, 
charter schools, special school districts, and nonprofits that 
receive state or federal funding

Our office directly audits 91 of the state’s 95 counties. Given 
our lack of resources, to meet our audit mandates, we rely 
on CPA firms to audit municipalities and all the other local 

The Value of Financial and 
Compliance Audits: Making 

Government Work Better
Jim Arnette, Director

Division of  Local Government Audit 

NEWSLETTER

CERTIFIED 

October 2025Volume 2, Issue 2

FINANCE OFFICER



government related entities. These CPA audits are performed as part of a three-party contract 
between the Comptroller’s Office, the local government entity, and the CPA firm. This process 
ensures accountability, consistency, and independence, while allowing us to meet our audit 
requirements.

So, how do financial and compliance audits help us “make government work better”?  Well, audits 
serve three important purposes:

1. Provide Accountability to Citizens
Taxpayers deserve to know that their money is being spent appropriately, efficiently, and for the 
purposes intended. An independent audit provides transparency and assurance that public funds 
are being properly managed.

2. Improved Financial Management
Audits don’t just highlight problems, they include recommendations that local officials can use to 
strengthen internal controls, reduce waste, and prevent fraud. For instance, an audit might identify 
issues such as improper segregation of duties or outdated policies and procedures.  Correcting 
these types of issues can help local governments operate more effectively.

3. Compliance with Laws and Regulations
Local governments receive substantial state and federal funding, and with those funds, they often 
come attached with a lot of “strings” or compliance requirements. Audits verify that those funds are 
used appropriately and that governments are following both state statutes and grant requirements.

In summary, audits are tools that build public confidence and help local government leaders make 
better-informed decisions.

To provide consistency, credibility, and reliability, our audits are conducted in accordance with 
professional standards established by:
•	 The Government Accountability Office (GAO) through the Yellow Book, which governs 

government auditing
•	 The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA), which sets professional 

standards for auditors, and
•	 The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), which establishes accounting and 

financial reporting principles for state and local governments

Without these standards, one local government’s financial report might look very different from 
another’s, making comparisons and oversight difficult. Standards ensure that every audit, whether 
conducted by our office or by a CPA firm, is performed the same and the resulting audit reports 
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look the same. They also help maintain the public’s trust that financial information is accurate and 
that issues are identified and addressed appropriately.

Preparation is a key factor in how smoothly an audit goes, and this is where professional certification 
programs add significant value.  The CMFO and CCFO programs are designed to help equip 
finance officers with the knowledge and tools they need to manage public resources effectively. 
As program graduates, you learned about governmental accounting, financial reporting, internal 
controls, and laws governing local government finances.

When finance officers are well-trained, audits become more efficient and beneficial. Financial 
statements are more accurate, internal controls are stronger, and compliance risks are lower. These 
finance officer certification programs don’t just help local governments prepare for their audits, 
they help them improve their overall financial health and sustainability.

Your audits should never be viewed as an adversarial process. Our goal as auditors is not to “catch” 
local governments doing something wrong, but to provide an independent assessment that leads to 
improvement. That’s why the old joke about auditors being “here to help” is true.  Audits create a 
partnership between state oversight, local governments, and citizens. They ensure taxpayer resources 
are used wisely, identify areas for improvement, and promote transparency. This partnership is 
essential to keeping government strong, effective, and accountable.

If the mission of the Comptroller’s Office is to “make government work better,” then audits are 
one of the most important ways we achieve that mission. They are not about finding fault.  They 
are about finding solutions.

So, the next time auditors walk through your door and say, “Hi, we’re the auditors, and we’re here to 
help,” remember: it’s not a punchline. It’s a promise!

Missed a previous newsletter? 
	 Have a question about CPE guidelines? 
		     Need to log into an existing account?

Visit www.comptroller.tn.gov for more information. 3
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Congratulations 
Graduates

Christina Alexander
Stacy Alexander

Brandon Andrews
Kristen Andrews

Janet Bailey-Canada
Cheri Baker
Cody Baker
Amy Ballon

Gortria Banks
Regina Barnett

Zach Bay
William Beasley

Ralph Beck
Laura Bell
Lelia Bell

Connie Birdwell
Mandy Blakely
Amy Bowman
Andrea Boyd

Vernetia Boyd
Terri Boyt

Lori Brackins
Ariana Brooks

Madonna Browe
Christaine Brown
Danielle Brown
Michelle Brown
Amanda Bryant
Brittany Bryant

James Buck
Zachary Budd

Marcus Bullock
Shannon Burgdorf

Jonathan Burris
Kirsten Buttrum
Deborah Byrum
Donna Byrum

Dinishia Calloway

Meribeth Carpenter
Jennifer Carroll
Maria Caulder

Shannon Caywood
Deborah Chism
Kyndall Clark
Nathan Clouse

Kelly Cloyd
Dorina Coggins
Nicole Coleman

Mary Collins
Ross Colona
Elise Combs

Leigh Ann Combs
Shawn Cook, Sr.

Charles Cooper, Jr.
Regina Copeland

Holly Cox
Marti Crabtree

Sherry Crawford
Ronda Croft

Krysten Davenport
Tracey Davenport

Jennifer Daves
Anthony Delk
Danielle Dixon

Nicholas Dodson
Julie Douglas

Alexis Douglass
Lori Driver

Linda Earnest
John Eason

Joseph Eaton
Sandy Eaton
Ava Elsaghir
Justin Etling

Leigha Featherstone
Amy Ferrari

Brittany Fox
Victoria Franklin

Zac Fullerton
Keanna Gipson

Barbara Gmerek
Traci Graham

Tyler Gustafson
Michelle Halcomb

Donna Hale
Houston Hamblin
Barry Hammock
Candi Harber

Chelsea Hardiman
Jason Hardy
Lisa Harris

Michael Harris
Sarah Harris

Maria Hawthorne
Emma Hayse

Jennifer Hemmelgarn
Chrissy Henderson
Derek Henderson

Mary Hewitt
Jason Hillis
Rory Hinson

Heidi Hoeffner
Kimberly Hollonsyde-Knisley

Carrie Hood
Tammy Hopper

Charity Howell
Brian Jackson

Elizabeth Jefferson
Kierstie Jensen
Felicia Johnson
Stacy Johnson

Ciara Jones
LaTonya Jones

Piper Jones

C
ER

TIFIED MUNICIPAL

FINANCE OFFICER

4

CE
RT

IFIED COUNTY

FINANCE OFFICER



Congratulations 
Graduates

C
ER

TIFIED MUNICIPAL

FINANCE OFFICER

CE
RT

IFIED COUNTY

FINANCE OFFICER

Christian Kerley
Stephanie Key
Alyssa Kimbro

Leslie Knighten
Vijay Lal

Michelle Lane
Mary Langford

David Lannom, Jr.
Paula Laxton
Tabitha Lee
Jill Lewis

Angel Louden
Anthony Maples, II

Pamela Marks
Harley Martin
Rachael Mathis

Lori Maze
Nick McBride

Nikki McCaslin
Judy McCurry

Ajoi McFarland
Tammara McGee

Melissa McIntosh
Rachell McKinney
Rachael Mefford

David Merriweather
Shane Michaelson

Shannon Miles
Amanda Miller
Leslie Milligan

Elesia Millraney
Melanie Mittelsteadt
Amanda Montgomery

Felisha Moore
Mary Chelsey Moore

Stacie Moore
Kellie Morgan
Tamonica Moss
Heidi Murray

Robert Mynhier
Jamie Nave

Michelle Neil
Jannika Newsom

Jason Nix
John Osborne, III

Tracy Pagan
Eric Pearson
Chad Perry

Christal Pettigrew
Rebecca Pippenger
Heather Powell

Jordan Price
John Prince

Sarah Pritchard
Mabel Quick

Jessica Ray
Kristen Riemann

Olivia Ritter
Lijah Robinson

Katherine Rowden
Julie Runyon
Terri Russell
Amanda Scalf

Wayne Schoenheit
Teresa Scott

Jennifer Shaffer
Angelie Shankle
Tonya Shannon
Barbara Shults
Eugenia Sims

Heather Slatton
Ellen Smith
Jimmy Smith
Laura Smith
Emily Spitzer
Becci Steed

Deliah Steele
Cynthia Stewart

Lindsey Street
Stacy Strickland
Erika Sugarmon

Willie Tapp
Angela Taylor
Sarah Taylor

Felecia Teasley
Katherine Teng

Kayla Thelen
Barbara Thomas
Kimberly Thomas
Shelby Thomas

Michael Thompson
James Tipton

Mark Torbett
Jackie Turnipseed

Jodi Tyler
Patricia Underwood
Leah Vest-Holloway

Jamie Vickers
Emily Walker

Lakesha Walker
Kara Waters
Ashley Webb

Jennifer Webb
Linda Wells

Annabelle Westmoreland
Shirley Whaley

Brett White
Dianne White
Nancy White

Kimberly Wiggins
Wonder Williams
Nicholas Wilson
Robert Wilson
Tanya Wilson

Christopher Wood
Toni Young
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193 POLK AVE, SUITE D 
NASHVILLE, TN 37219
    
      ZOOM ALSO AVAILABLE 

REGISTER NOW

24 OCT 2025
11:30AM CT

SUCCESSFUL
CONNECTIONS
A state & local government partnership program

OPEN TO ALL LOCAL GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
COUNTIES, CITIES, UTILITY DISTRICTS & AUTHORITIES

Session Focus:
Cybersecurity:

Tactical Plans & Risk
Management

1.5 HOURS CPE CREDIT
AVAILABLE 

(CMFO, CCFO)
BY REQUEST WHEN

REGISTERING

Panel Members:
Bruce Collier, President, Local
Government Corporation
James Cornelius, Security Manager,
Technology Solutions, Comptroller of
the Treasury
Doug Lukonen, Finance Director,
Maury County
Cody York, Chief Information Officer,
Rutherford County

Moderated by Nathan Abbott, Assistant
Director, Division of Local Government Audit,
Comptroller of the Treasury
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Financial Year 2024 Highlight: 
Clean Audit Cities & Counties

As we prepare to issue the Financial Year 2025 audits, we wanted to highlight 
the cities and counties who had no findings on their FY 24 audits.
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Bedford
Campbell
Cannon
Dickson

Grainger

Houston
Loudon
Putnam

Robertson 
Scott

Sevier
Stewart
Unicoi

Weakley

Arlington
Athens
Atoka

Bartlett
Belle Meade
Brentwood
Bulls Gap

Camden
Caryville

Chapel Hill
Chattanooga
Collegedale
Collierville

Columbia
Cookeville
Crossville
Dandridge

Dayton
Dickson

Dyersburg
Eagleville

Elizabethton
Englewood

Estill Springs
Etowah
Fairview

Farragut
Friendsville

Gallatin
Gallaway

Gatlinburg
Goodlettsville

Greenback
Greenbrier
Greeneville
Greenfield

Gruetli-Laager
Harrogate
Henderson

Hendersonville
Henry

Hohenwald
Huntingdon

Jefferson City
Kingston
Knoxville
Lafayette

LaFollette
Lakeland
Lakesite

Lawrenceburg
Lookout Mountain

Louisville
Madisonville
Maynardville

McEwen
McMinnville

Medina
Milan

Millington
Morrison
Mosheim

Mount Pleasant
Mt. Juliet
Munford

Murfreesboro
Newport

Niota
Oak Hill

Obion
Palmer
Paris

Petersburg
Pigeon Forge

Pittman Center
Plainview
Pulaski

Red Bank

Ridgeside
Ripley

Rockwood
Rocky Top
Saulsbury
Sevierville

Smyrna
Soddy-Daisy
Somerville

Sparta
Spencer

Spring City
Springfield

Stantonville
Sweetwater

Tazewell
Thompson's Station

Three Way
Tracy City

Unicoi
Viola

Vonore
Walden
Watauga
Whitwell

Woodbury
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CPE hours must be 
earned by December 31st

Reminder:

Connect with your
area consultant

ctas.tennessee.edu
mtas.tennessee.edu

Have a question? 
Not sure who to contact? 

Certified Municipal Finance Officer (tn.gov)
Certified County Finance Officer (tn.gov)

https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/training
https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/service-area-maps
https://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/consultants_finance
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-county-finance-officer.html
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-municipal-finance-officer.html
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-county-finance-officer.html
https://comptroller.tn.gov/office-functions/la/e-services/certified-finance-officer-programs/certified-county-finance-officer.html


ACFE (Association of Certified Fraud Examiners)
http://www.acfe.com/

ACPEN (Accounting CPE Network)
https://www.acpen.com/

AGA (Association of Government Accountants) 
(CGFM)
http://www.agacgfm.org/

AICPA (American Institute of Certified Public 
Accountants)
https://www.aicpa-cima.com/cpe-learning

Checkpoint Learning CPEasy
https://checkpointlearning.com/CPESolutions/CPE-
for-CPAs

CTAS
https://www.ctas.tennessee.edu/training

GFOA (Government Finance Officers Association)
http://www.gfoa.org/index.php?option=com_con-
tent&task=view&id=28&Itemid=49

MTAS
https://www.mtas.tennessee.edu/training

NASACT (National Association of State Auditors, 
Comptrollers, & Treasurers)
http://nasact.org/

TGA (Tennessee Gas Association)
http://www.tngas.org/

TCMA (Tennessee City Management Association)
http://www.tncma.org/

TGFOA (Tennessee Government Finance Officers 
Association)
https://tgfoa.org/

TSCPA (Tennessee Society of Certified Public 
Accountants)
http://www.tscpa.com

TVPPA (Tennessee Valley Public Power Association, 
Inc.)
http://www.tvppa.com

Tyler Technologies
http://www.tylertech.com/

Western CPE
http://www.westerncpe.com/

CPE Provider Training Classes and Conferences
(The following list is not a preapproval or endorsement of the provider organizations. For any 

questions regarding online CPE courses, please refer to the CMFO Policies and Procedures Manual.)

Upcoming Training Opportunities
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